
 

 

News Release: DECEMBER 2014 
 

Structural Concrete Alliance announces award winners 

The Structural Concrete Alliance has announced Mott Macdonald’s refurbishment of Ryde Pier in the 
Isle of Wight as the winner of the 2014 Structural Concrete award, presented at the Concrete 
Society Awards Dinner held at the Grosvenor Hotel, Park Lane, London on 29th October.  

The judging panel felt that the innovative approach implemented by Mott Macdonald in this 
refurbishment project best represented the expertise of the asset protection and repair industry. 

The contractors overcame access challenges related to working in a tidal environment and within a 
site of special scientific interest, while keeping the pier and its railway line open to the public 
throughout the works. By introducing the use of marine anodes fixed to the sea bed to protect both 
the steel structure of the pier and the concrete, Mott Macdonald demonstrated an innovative use of 
technology, resulting in substantial savings in time, materials, disruption and costs.   

BAM Ritchies was awarded second place for its work on the Hooley Cutting, Surrey. This project 
involved the innovative use of sprayed concrete technology to create an intricate concrete grillage 
stabilisation structure. As a direct result of these innovative methods, the vast majority of the work 
was undertaken without disruption to the busy London/Brighton commuter route. It advanced the 
technology for steep infrastructure slope stabilisation, and has pushed the boundaries of what can 
be achieved above a live railway. 

Third place went to Balvac for the Silver Jubilee Bridge project in Widnes, Cheshire. A lightweight 
pre-fabricated bolt-on ‘cassette’ cathodic protection (CP) system was used to extend the life of the 
main suspended deck of the bridge. The delaminated concrete was removed using hand breakout 
and the concrete replaced using dry spray concrete or hand placed mortar, prior to installation of 
the cassette CP system. In total 8,640m of CP cassette were installed to protect 4,300m2 of concrete 
deck. The successful application of a CP Cassette Anode system has led to its use on other repair 
projects in the UK. 

The winners were chosen from entries received from members of the three trade associations which 
make up the Structural Concrete Alliance: the Concrete Repair Association (CRA); Corrosion 
Prevention Association (CPA); and the Sprayed Concrete Association (SCA).  Ken Dykes, spokesman 
for the Structural Concrete Alliance declared:  

“The judging panel was impressed by the high standards of the entries, which served to highlight the 
professionalism of CRA, CPA and SCA members. Each entry demonstrated the depth of knowledge 
and skills our members possess and their ability to provide innovative solutions to even the most 
demanding of engineering challenges.    

“Although it was a difficult choice, the judging panel felt that the shortlisted projects best 
represented the expertise of the asset protection and repair industry.” 

The Structural Concrete Alliance is an umbrella organisation which brings together the Concrete 
Repair Association (CRA), Corrosion Prevention Association (CPA) and Sprayed Concrete Association 
(SCA) to provide a single co-ordinated voice for the structural concrete refurbishment and repair 
industry. It offers a single point of contact for major clients and a definitive source of information 
and advice for all involved in the repair, refurbishment and management of concrete infrastructure 
and the protection from corrosion of a wide range of structures.  



The Alliance offers a series of free regional CPD seminars which aim to provide delegates with an 
introduction to Structural Asset Protection and Repair. For further information, visit 
www.structuralconcretealliance.org.uk. 
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Notes to Editors 

The Structural Concrete Alliance brings together the Concrete Repair Association (CRA), Corrosion 
Prevention Association (CPA) and Sprayed Concrete Association (SCA) to provide a single co-
ordinated voice for the asset protection and repair industry. It provides authoritative guidance on: 
the repair, refurbishment and renovation of concrete; cathodic protection of steel and concrete 
structures; and sprayed concrete technology and application techniques. 
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For further information 
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